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Speech & Language, AAC, and Communication-based Behavior services for children with 
communication challenges 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to share my interest in this very important topic. 

That being, not only the benefits of coordination between ABA and SLP 

services, but the necessity for this collaborative model to occur. First, my 

personal interest comes from my background. I hold a BA in Speech Pathology 

and later obtained an MA with a focus in Behavior Analysis. As I immersed 

myself in the field of ABA while working with children and adults with 

Intellectual Disabilities, it became evident to me that optimal treatment 

requires the expertise of both a Behavior Analyst (BCBA) and an experienced 

Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP). 
 

The fields of Behavior Analysis and Speech-Language Pathology often both 

work to improve many of the same skills for the clients they serve. From 

teaching alternative ways to communicate to reading skills, speech fluency, 

emotional regulation strategies and various other expressive and receptive 

communication needs. Speech Pathologists and Behavior Analysts alike also 

must identify and manage behavioral issues, which interfere with learning, and 

teach more appropriate and alternative behaviors. 
 

Behavior Analysts and Speech Pathologists both may specialize in treating 

specific populations (i.e. children with autism) and often with a goal of 

generalizing those skills across all settings the individual is in (directly 

teaching the same skills across home, school, community). More often than not, 

one of the most socially significant behaviors identified is an individual’s 

communication needs. A primary goal of ABA is identifying possible 

environmental factors (motivation, instructions, prompts, consequences) to 

determine why certain behaviors occur and then adjusting those factors in 

order to help individuals make positive behavior change.  
 

SLPs, because of their specific training and experience, have the ability to 

identify subtle influences that can make ABA more effective. This ability to 

adjust interventions at a very detailed level demonstrates the SLP’s knowledge 

in important areas related to behavior, such as the impact of certain processes 

related to brain function.  
 

For the BCBA, once a Functional Assessment identifies the motivation or cause 

of the behavior and an alternative communicative goal is identified for  
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Millions of Americans 

experience speech 

disability to the extent 

that they have significant 

difficulty being 

understood by others.  

Many have no speech at 

all and also have other 

physical disabilities that 

inhibit expressive 

communication using hand 

signs, writing, or typing.  
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functional communication. 
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are non-verbal or unable to 
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support network to ask 

questions, share, and connect 
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with complex communication 

needs.  Join us on Facebook! 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

teaching, the SLP can assist in identifying the most appropriate communication 

system to address the individual’s communication strengths and weaknesses. 

Conversely, when a Speech Pathologist assesses and determines communication 

goals, the Behavior Analyst can assist with behavioral issues that may arise 

while this shift in learning occurs, as well as evaluate reinforcement systems.  
 

As a team, it is evident to me that BCBA’s and SLP’s are well suited to provide 

state of the art treatment for individuals within their care and doing so will 

depend on their mutual understanding of each other’s abilities.  
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